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INTRODUCTION 


he bare bones of Concretes origin story have always dissatisfied me. They're 

too fantastic. [ wanted him in the real world, not an alternate history with 
aliens visiting Earth. The hanging questions of when they might return, what they 
want, how the world might change hum in the background. The simple music of 
Concretes personal triumphs and humiliations is threatened by those great bass 
notes. So I try not to remind readers of them too often. Still, logic draws me back 
there. It’s the same logic that compelled me to tell the origin story in the first 
place. І had to get my hero in a rock body. Magic doesnt fit my worldview. Aliens, 
uncomfortably, sort of, theoretically, do. 


When it came time to write a movie script, the early drafts with the talented 
screenwriter Larry Wilson and then some drafts solo, everybody felt the origin ought 
to be part of it. Pm not so sure. (Ihe recent Fantastic Four movie suffered from 
having their retooled origin; it took forever for them to get over their astonishment 
and be the great, dysfunctional superhero family they are. Better that it had started 
a few years in, dropping references to Namor and The Impossible Man and Paste 
Pot Pete, the rich backstory they’ve built up.) 


So we wrote those scripts. Flashes of cinematic genius flashed, or so it seemed to 
me as І sat in a room typing. Concrete rising out of the Potomac, to Maureen’s 
relief, then more, revealing his shattered leg, to her horror. The instant irrelevance 
of the arm wrestlers’ test of strength at the same moment Concrete breaks the 
lintel, showing he doesn’t fit in the world anymore. The grid drawn on Concrete, 
taking him to his lowest point, an object divided up like a side of beef. The tape- 
wrapped pen, showing Maureen could help him back into the world. Now really, 
those are good ideas. 


Some time passed. The movie momentum cooled. The script would probably 
never be filmed. Why not use that stuff in a comics version? This is what I did. I 
think the story’ better in this iteration. It’s drawn better than the first origin, too; 
the alien ship, in particular, was closer to the art nouveau fever dream [ was aim- 
ing at. I was ten years into my comics career by then. Га improved somewhat. 


There are less benign traces of its film-script roots. There's a conventional antagonist, 
and he gets blown up real good. Standard Hollywood storytelling, that, but not in 
the Concrete spirit. 


The ending, where 1 have Concrete visit a paraplegic Stamberg (a variation on the 
we-get-damaged-and-we-somehow-manage theme), was about as popular as pasta- 
with-tapeworms. Zoom, it was gone! But in my comics version, its back like а bad 
penny. Ah, the power of cartoonists (and the powerlessness of screenwriters)! 


Some credit where it is due. The he-starts-avalanche-then-joins-it notion was Larry 
Wilson's inspired borrowing from Buster Keaton's Seven Chances. Larry also had 
the great idea of Concrete being paralyzed with indecision outside of Lisas house 
and remaining immobile while a time-lapse day and night pass. And the “Lady, 
you forgot your kid” gag was Mike Richardson’s, a perfect bit of business to seize 
the hysterical crowd’s sympathies. There are probably other contributions I’m 
forgetting. Screenwriting is one-third imagination, one-third collaboration, and 
one-third negotiation. Every script runs a gauntlet of development notes, real-world 
logistics, and personalities. It always impresses me that every year a number of 
good films get made, because the process is almost always heartbreaking. But there 
are actually lots of uncommonly smart, determined people in the movie business. 
They make it work somehow. 


One more thing. This is the first, and I think still the only, time that Concrete has 
narrated a story. It might not seem that way, since I am profligate with thought 
balloons, so Concrete’s voice is familiar. Some of the short stories in this collection 
are almost nothing but. How I like those scalloped borders. 


The short stories here include my earliest (“Brighter” was in the first comic Dark 
Horse ever published), my weirdest (“I Strive for Realism” and “A Sky of Heads”), 
my most wordless (“Running,” which is heretofore unpublished), and a comics 
essay on Van Gogh. “The Building That Didn’t Explode” is sort of an origin of 
Paul Chadwick, cartoonist. 


There’s also a sentimental favorite, “The World Beneath the Skin”. Its last line was 
one of my young son’s earliest sentences, a statement of such elemental simplicity 
that I can’t think of a simpler sentence in concept and structure: “Pm me.” Не said 
this with such gusto, and repeatedly (he had just learned to talk), that І wondered 
if it was his first realization that he was an individual entity, apart from his mother 
and from the world. 


Alas, he didn’t have the words to elaborate. 
—Paul Chadwick 
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РЕСАРЕ 


ен 


NOT 
CENTURY? 


JUST THE 
DECADE? 


COMING. 
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OVED ON, AND THE CELL 
5 CAME OUT LIKE 


ООР KNOWS 
WHAT PEOPLE 
SAID. 


KEEP THE WATCH 
H Х- 


WIEE 5 use 
НЕ МАУ GO . 


X TELL YOU, 
LIFE OFFERS 


FEW 
MOMENTS 
SO SWEET. 


ОҒ 5 H 
CONNECTICUT AVENUE. 
~ LOOK OUT F 


о МУ. 


WHAT'S 
DOING? 


A 


UA I JOKED, IMAGINE HAVING PEOPLE’S | 
BUT IT IMMEDIATE, HEARTFELT 
REALLY ს REACTION TO YOU 
TWENTY FOOT HURT. 3 ВЕ STARK TERROR. 


REPORTED VAN შა აზ ў Уаз : 
мора ке С NUTS Ў > \ 
AVENUE... Е 2 МА: ў 


М 


ANA 


+ 
- SS 


WHAT HAD LA 
I BECOME? 


й 


66 


---THAT'S A 
FOOT 
MONSTER ON 

SETTS 
2) AVENUE..- Ñ 


HUNDRED 
MASSACHU- 
GOPZIRRA! 


WHAT THE WOMAN 
THOUGHT OF A 
STOME MAN AND A 


LET'S CUT THROUGH 


ი. 
=z 
ES 
L6 
სც 
> 

< 
59 

t 
So 
ҮЕ 


--- 工 WILL 
NEYER KNOW. 


ITS A Y SEE, THIS 
ту IS THE 
LA NETWORK? 


З --- AND SING PUCCINI'S 
ZURANDOT, STANDING 
я ON MY HEAD. 


ТАУУМУ, 


> 
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^ WELL, SILLY. 


I. TAKE. GUNS 
SERIOUSLY, 
BUT IN THIS 
CONTEXT 
SOMETHING..- > X3 
“რაა : © 
A е L САГА 
ს რაა А ა | 
3 «ас : 
> з 
5 EN N 
NN ) 
NV 
LE 
გარა. 
: ў 
L | 
= A 2 | 
ლ Себ 


YOU CAN'T! 
WE'LL ВЕ 
ON THE AIR 


ВЕ ЕВЕ 
THE PL 


№ с ; A | STAMBERG 
! ალა LAID OUT 
WHAT НЕ 


ТНЕ 
PRODUCER 
FRANTIC. 
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I'M FIRST 


EVEN WITH МЕ 


ВУ НІМ HE LAID 
THINGS OUT IN 
COMPLETE 
SENTENCES AND 
EYEN TONES. 


--- EROM THE NATIONAL 
SCIENCE AGENCY. 


2 
AFTER_THIS 
WOR 


THAT 
PENTAGON 
BUDGET. 


> WATCHING 
DOUGLAS 
HAD 
BEEN 
EDUCA 
IT'S HARD \ 5 
TO_BELIEVE TION- 
THAT'S 


T 
POSSIBLE. 


DEAD AIR IS A TY SIN, BUT LL, You’ EEN 
KOPPEL JUST LET МЕ“ s THE а? 2 
SQUIRM UNTIL THE TENSION 
Мон UNBEARABLE..- 
| ТНАТ 
шч ING I HAW ЧЕ? 


---SOLE SURVIVOR 
OF THIS SECRET 
CYBORG PRO- 
GRAM 


---IN MILLIONS OF HOMES... 


WHAT 
ро you 
INTEND TO 
DO WITH 
YOUR LIFE 
ASA 

FREE --- 


IT TOOK 
TIME ТО GET 
OUTSIDE. 


YOU'RE... Y 
BEAUTIFÜL., 


ИЙҮҮ 


~ 


у 
! 


НӨ, ~ e я а N ў WS NS 
N Хүн эс 
КОР ыш 


აბა N: 


E 22. SEVERAL SITCOMS WILL BE 
UNUSUAL EXPENSES. PE 人 


FAVORITE... 


ROCK 
VIDEOS. 


ANA 


N 


THAT PRETTY 


MUCH CEMENTED [Ёў 
THE NAME [ 


THE ROCK 
COATING? 


STAMBERG 

BECAME 
MORE 
THAN A 

HANDLER. 


Lime Y =l | 
THEN HE ASKED WHAT МАМУ 
PROBABLY WONDERED- 


SO-..WHAT DO YOU 
РО то CC ТО THE 
ВАТНКООМ” 


THE BEAUTY WHY ELS 2 — || WE MAY BE LYING LESS 
II 15 HOW IT < THAN YOU THINK. 
SELLS THE HAVE : 


I THINK THIS 
BODY /S 


PARTLY 
ARTIFICIAL. 


DON'T WORRY. І WON'T 6 SO WHAT 
BLAB YOUR PRECIOUS IN\ DOES НЕ 
SECRET. | DO? 


УОЏА COUNTRY'S 
SECRET. SEE THAT 
YOU DON'T. 


HE EATS-- 
WHERE 


, WITH 
јон BODY 
RATURE. 


HEY, QUIT 
ТАКІМ US 
FOR 
GRANITE! 


É 
z 
° 
а 
ч 


(THANKS 
YOU. 
THERE'RE TWO 
CIRCULATION 
SYSTEMS. 


NEEDED PAIN- 
LLERS 
TO 


THAT VALVE EY 


YOU ADDED. 


OUR NEW 
5 NEIGHBOR! 
PRINTED MATTER ,.. 


EN 


rg 


so СУ PUT 
SORRY, THAT 


mm | 


(98 
/ 


NOT THAT I НАР | I ' [re 7 
| Ё НЕ SAID THE CARTOON 7 
РЕ ў Вной WAS THE Я 


წ BREAKTHROUGH. 
II], VS == 
| „= y A 


Е МА 
IM 


съ 
S [Mie 


А N = == L 
FF 


INSTEAD, 
I'M JUST 
THIS 
CELEBRITY 
FREAK... 


A 


YOU DON'T 
HAYE TODO 
ALL THIS. 


РА წ აცლიან €» (Ausente 
f IER elas 
~ EAor CONSTRUCTION SITE FED UP ENOUGH. 
ს INA FEW MONT 


STANDING ONTHS TO 
UP TO LIVE FOR YEARS. 


y ex 


2 ШЛ// 5 
ЧО aa wes 


LOST EVEN НЕК 
NAME, НЕК JOB, 
HER GENITALS. 


WATCHED HER 
BEST FRIEND 
KILLED. 


JOSEPH! 
YOU'VE 
AGE 


THEY 
WANT TO FEEL 
IMPORTANT. 


JUST ONCE, 


YOULL 

LISTEN, YO! 

KNOW ME. 
BUT THIS 
FELLOW... 


ჯ 
იჯ 
ш 
ш 
Y 
° 


YOU OUT? 


PAY HIM 
DIRECTLY. 


NOW YOU'RE 
CONCRETE MAN'S 
FRIEND. 


PEANUTS. 


5. 


EXPEDITION 


> 


You GOT 
PLANNED 


ш 
> 
< 
= 
z 


E INA 
DO THAT 
NG? 


BUT YOUR 
POSITION TO 
SORT OF THI 


TYPING, 
DRIVING, 
SHOPPING, 
WHATNOT. 


Sor, 


MU SS SESS esee 


HE WAS RIGHT THERE. 


RAN. = TIRED. a: 


2 Л 
я == -- / SSI гт 
өз r 
დზ 27 - 4j 
~ დ - s 
- AB NS coi ' 
ში 20 «ат 
= N $ 
| ; А, 


ў s / 
у 
x N | 
2 Z 
TN 
721 
Hd 
| 
К. 
Р 7 
` У E 
Дед) Г 
v 
4 
ღა г 
> 
о 
~" E 
, й ШЕ 
გ || Ма 


84 


SAME PLACE 
WHERE LISA 


LAST 
TOUCHED ME. 
. ““ 7 Ма ри 


STAMBERG 
PTON 
RANTING. 


ASAS 
ў, 


SOMETHING 


нысаны M 
НЕХ Шинь... 


ЕУ; 
WHAT/RE 
You 
DOINGP 


I'LL LEAVE 
YOU TWO ТО 


YOUR АВТ 
APPRECIATION. 


ICAN'T 
ВЕНЕУЕ 
you! 


I'VE GOT TH 
БЕТИН РААТ 


Е SOME 


THEY GET 
А ВАР 
КАР. 


AND 
СОМСВЕТЕ- 


SOMETIMES YOU Do 
НАУЕ TO DEAL WITH DIFFICULT 
BAD PEOPLE TO THINGS. 4 
KEEP DOWN A 
WORSE PEOPLE. 


BUT IT’S 


BUT YOU 
KNOW 
POLITICS IS 
A GAME 
PLAYED BY 
GROWNUPS. 


YOU'RE BEING У AND NOT 
WATCHED JUST BY 
WITH GREAT 
HOPE. 


TAKE 20 


TAKE 29 FINISHED AD 


К LIKE 1 MEANT 
N торот! 


МУ MASTER 
CALLS. 
BECAUSE 

HIM. 
= 


» 
3 


УОЏ GONNA LET 
THEM GET AWAY 
WITH THAT? 


YOU NEVER 
SAW А НАТ 
MOVE SO 
| FAST. 
e sai 
S ho Ë \ | 


NES 


THAT WAS EN 
DISGUSTING BEN 


I ВЕФАМ 
ТО FEEL 
ВЕТТЕР - 


== 


i 


THE QUESTION LINGERS: 
HOW COULD HE LEAVE 
NO FOOTPRINTS? 


Am 


TAWNY, YOU SAY V MOST NEW 
YOU FOUND CONCRETE APONS 
WAS IN A PART OF ART THAT 

THE “BLACK WAY... 
BUDGET 7.. 


BOMBER, 
MOST 
| FAMOUSLY. 


SO HOW 
MUCH PID 
You COST? 


са) 


- 


GIYEN 
CONCRETE'S 

SELF- 
PROMOTION, 


DISINFORMA- 
TION OH HIS 


OUT THE 
CYBORG 


PROGRAM ..- 


BUT SENATOR 


о 


MITTEE. 


-.. AS IE IT WAS А 
COVER STORY 


IDIN 
CONCRETE'S TRUE 
ORIGINS --- 


< 5 


asc 


[— SUMMARIZE 
LARRY. 147 


YOU KNOW, YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
TO COME 


TO TRY 
SOMETHING. 
IM 
TERRIBLE. 


Le д | 
зе: ) 
“Ч! 


d үл .“ 
Эн | 18" 


PRE- 
PULP 

FICTION, 

COURSE! 


SURE 


WAS. 


ОКАҮ! RUN- 
THROUGH! 


COME ім, |8 
CONCRETE. Да 


ORTUNATELY, I WAS 
IN NO MOOD TO ENJOY IT. 


I'M CASHING IN 
ON WHAT 
HAPPENED--LIKE 
AN AMPUTEE 
WHO BECOMES 
"STUMPY THE 
CLOWN.” 


Ер 


m. ч 


а ит ДИ 


Мен саат ea eae 
І BARELY REGISTERED THE 


K __< S 


FELT LIKE STAYING IN 
THE TRUCK А WHILE- „თ 


D 


< 


y } | | cat 


Хуй | 


ALL 
RICHT! 


I'LL BE 
RIGHT № 
THERE! ШР 


THIS 
іріосу. YOU DON'T 
GO INTO 
M SOMETHING 
THIS BIG 
WITHOUT А 4 
m PLAN. „რ 


HE'S JUS 
У 


T USING 
FOR HIS 


OUGLAS WINCED 
AT THAT. 


CONCRETE HAS დაბ = THAT TAWNY 
TO GET ТО WORK, > .— WAS SOMETHIN 
BUT I'LL GLADLY Е 7 а ELSE. 
ANSWER 
QUESTIONS. 


: EXCUSE 
ME, I'D BETTER 
A ay GET STARTED. 


ICALLED CONCRETE BECAUSE І " THERE'S A v SIXTEEN DOWN THERE, 
5 CH IN EITHER THIS 


Y A TUNNEL, THIS ONE, 
©, OR BOTH. ქ 
HERE 


THOUGHT HE COULD SAVE LIVES. QUEST! 
> WHERE TH 


PEOPLE WHOSE 
LIVES WERE BEING 
SHATTERED. 


I COULD SAVE 
THEM FROM ІТ. 


АЕ 
FAST AND Ё 
STEADY. ДЭЭР, 


7. << 


STOP ОР 
IT! g^ 


JUST HOFING I COULD 


(% 
/ МУ ОН, YES. CONCRETE AND 
7-04 І АВЕ COLLABORATORS. 


Eee 


UTTERED THE 


Ку MIGHT НАУЕ 
WRONG.” 


A TOSSUP- 


THANK YOU! 


ჯ 
o 
5 
š 
x 
2 
< 
ж 
Е 


THEY TOLD ME THEY DIDN'T 


2g О = 
УФ = 
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рак і 
mi 


I HAVE V ANOTHER. NIN 
SOME BAD | COLLAPSE. J ТА 
NEWS. 


TELL THEM 
NOT TO 
CIYE ЧР! 
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t wass 


UGLAS, 
GRETS 


2 Я й m CONCRETE 
2 ЕР 


A 


АТ THREE O'CLOCK ТНЕУ FOUND 
THE SEVERED AIRLINE. 


29 SS A УАЗ Y ў 


А». m 


7 : 
АЙ TWO WORDS. \ i : "Л 


1 š ! 
ищи, ШШ 
с 
: საბა 
) ПР 
hay m) 
| m 
маша й | 


ЯР Z... 7. ШИНИ .. 
We went то 
DOUGLAS’ 
| Шой. 
OUR WOUNDS. 


а AR 
FOR А СО 


ACCOUNT TI 
CREATED N 


MAYBE NEXT 
TIME YOU'L 
LISTEN. 
PLAN THINGS 
FIRST, OR LET 
SOMEBODY 
PLAN FOR 
YOU. 


T WAS 
IDIOTIC. 


ЁТЖ 


IN 


| 


“ЭЕШ! 


I'LL BEIN ТМ წ, 


” WASHINGTON. დას 77 РРА 222 
E шо А СР 


1 ром'т 
N 


AT THE 
ADVANTAGE 
YOU HAVE 
THAT 


лам. ~ 2. JA 
У EA du қ, -一 | 
X= и пу 2 Ë š 46 4 hl 


А 
у 
ING 
Е 


(1 
Y 
ET 

SE 


УОЏ САМ 
BEALOT YOUR 
OF THINGS FUTURE 15 
A. ЇЕ YOU WANT ТО. WIDE OPEN! 


ANYWAY, WE МАУ NOT 
HAVE TO USE ANY OF THIS. 


І OWE HER 

AT LEAST 

THIS MUCH 
RUTH 


BUT I FIGURE 
I CAN STILL 
PATCH TOGETHER 
| SOME KIND ОҒ 
EXISTENCE. 


Б Ру“ 
wom 


ы > ON B My LIFES | 
mp) x | | 
„ლ 


“j 
и EDEN 
T 
- Я STAMBERG 
DIRECTION. IT. FURIOUS SHE MEANT. 


І HAVE > 
А PLAN TO 
SNEAK OFF 
ITHO IT’LL / 
BEING BE OVER # 
NOTICED. / BEFORE НЕ 2 
KNOWS I'M | 
GONE 
UNLESS ! 
You 16LL LL > / 
2 B / 
e + 77 ў 
\ 
(9) N SHE САМЕ UP. 
NS I GUESS MY 
VG 2 რ EYES HAD > 
x 2 i | THAT WEIRD 
\ დ Z 27 - KIND OF LIGHT 
“> Ç | x NAS = \ < IN THEM 5 
а‘ ІІ 


u 
ჯი 
ი 
95 
19) 


LI 
DR 


| pes : > E __- 
UNS რა. > / ¿E pee 


ALWAYS 
DARKEST 
BEFORE THE 


EPRESSION.-- 


5 


LET НІМ ВЕ 
ALONE. 


í" 


fü 


А DOG 
ВАВКЕР. 


THEY DON'T |, 

МАТЕ. THEY | 

JUST SPLIT 
IN TWO. 


« 


$ 


А 15 | 
WILE Live |Ë 
DWATER 
ARTH- 


1 WAS DRIFTING 


AMOEBAS WHEN 
HE CAME UP 
BEHIND ME- 


ONLY TO 
ВЕАСТ. 


STRANGE, BEAUTIFUL, 
WITHOUT TANGIBLE 


2, CONSEQUENCE- 


LALA 


-_ VN V LEM ДА 1 


І МАРЕ MY WAY 
THROUGH A 
STARLIT FOREST. 


50 МАМУ 
ADVANTAGES! 
SIENA 


THE GUY LOOKED LIKE 
A MALE MODEL. 1 
| | 
НЕНАРА 
-| BEAUTIFUL 
WIFE. 
mis 


HIS FRIEND 
YOICED MY 
THOUGHTS. 


ONE OF THE 
A WINNER 
BLESSED. | і X РЕСАТНЕ 


ANOTHER, 
АМУВОРУ? А 


HORACE, 
YOU DIDN'T 
MENTION 
THAAAT- 


OR NONE “УЛ 
DULL THE Y FOR ME, тм № 
ATA PAN- A DRIVING. 


THE HERO MOYED OUT 
НТ WITHOUT 


1 CONTINUED 
MY TREK. 


< 


299 


4 2 r^. 
7227 249 
, Ж LEE, | 
АРАҒА 


QUIETLY. 


mm; 


UNMOVING. 


ГОРИ s 


Е TAR დ 
, 4% 29 ~ N; N 
Жә # 2455 DA 


Es 


> 


E 


A 
В. 
L 
T 
H 


IT WAS LATE | 
AFTERNOON : 
WHEN AND 
I FINALLY Й RETURNED 
5 Л TO MY 
FEOPLE. 


WHAT CAN I 
SAY? 


I HAD GONE 
TEMPORARILY. 
MAD. 


STAMBERG НАЗ 
PEOPLE COMBING 
THIS AREA FOR 
You. 


LET'S ENJOY сеща 
| THE PEACE JUST 
ABIT. SÍ АС 
Eu Og 
U і 
YOU 
MUST HAVE 
. НАР A 


БИ АЎ» 
/ 
18 


BUT IF 
УОЏ GO BACK 
TO WORK --- 


YOU MEAN, 
LITERALLY? 


>; 7ч 
7€. е YOU'LL NE 
ка к YOUR EXPEDI AND 
| L LARRY? 


LARRY'S 
UT 
RENTING A 
TRUCK 


\ 


THAT EMBARRAS // чи 
US. LIKE AGREEING KAM PAN 
TO 60 STEADY. წ 
SO WE WERE ALONE- 


PETE 


THEY WANT 
TO GIVE 
YOUR OLD 

BODY BACK. 


IF THEY SPEAK 
ENGLISH, WHY 
THE HELL DIDN'T 
THEY TALK 


NEED -TO- KNOW BASIS -— 
PLUS, THEY DIDN'T 
PROPOSE THIS UNTIL JUST 
LAST NIGHT- 


THOSE IMAGES, 
THOSE MEMORIES 
OF WHAT WE WENT 

THROUGH TOOK 

ME OUT OF THE 
PRESENT. 


SOMETHING Y THIS BODY 

You ONLY LASTS 

SHOULD A COUPLE OF 
KNOW. YEARS 


1 DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT 
THIS. 


WE DON'T 
WANT TO 
RUSH INTO 
ANYTHING. 


IF YOU DON'T 
DO THIS, YOU'RE 


THAT PRETTY 

MUCH SHUT 
DOWN ANY 
CRITICAL 

THINKING ON 
МУ PART. 


TO ME AND 
MICHAEL? 


WE DON'T KNOW 
HOW LONG THE 
OFFER'S OPEN. YOU 
WANNA MISS 


THIS CHANCE? 


I HARDLY NOTICED 5 
-| ТНАТ WE WERE = 
+ GOING DEEPER INTO 
THE COUNTRY. 


Ға 


INYOLVES 
INTO THEI 
NOT SUR 


| І WAS OBLIVIOUS, BUT MAUREEN'S 
> £ | ANTENNAE WERE QUIVERING. 


"T HAD TO WERE 
FS. / Д IMPROVISE! THE MOST 
р ALARMING 


DO WHAT І SAY 
OR YOU'LL BE 
PICKING BITS 
HER 


OF 
KNEECAP 
OFF YOUR 

FEET! 


HER OTHER 
LEG, ARMS. 


INSTEAD, 
І FROZE. MY 


AS 
22 US, 


AS | уои MAY HAVE ТО РО 
SOME BAD THINGS TO } 
BAD PEOPLE. 


BER“ 


OU CAN 
p PILES OF 


|” 
THIS AIN'T 
WAY, BUT LM 

2 E = JUST THAT 

Ou NTS ^. TO SHEED НЕ 2 

THE 8/6 m, ME WAS 50 соор. РЕНИ NT 
© LADY FROM LOSING 
ANY BODY PARTS. 


PEOPLE! 


THEM MOMENTS š à 5 
OF TRUTH. 46 хн зөв» 
UL 3 - | ati 4 


- ლა ს ბის. | PEOPLE SHIFTED 1152) 
WE STARTED TO HANG ON. 1 
UNSTEADILY- хэрээс : : = => 
г 2 =p 
32 


INCLUPING THE GUY 
WITH THE GUN 


LX TID 


> 


х 


I SLID, НОР! 
OBYIOUSLY IM 


NG IT WASN'T 
TENTIONAL. 
p— ms 

| «4 >= «4 


2222 


NS 
CON 


„8 
a 


WHAT THE 
PILOT CHOSE 
NEXT POSED 

ORE OF A 
CHALLENOE. 


4 =< 1А A ГЭ 
Em 


MAUREEN! 


m 
! сі 
> “аз нагала” 


NOW, A SINGLE BULLET BUT MANY CHISEL TAPS 
CAN'T HURT ME. CAN CARYE А Р/ЕТА. 


У: 


ОҮЕГ |, 


THEY'RE 


\ / COMING 
THEN IT ROSE ТО AVOID МА AROUND. 
А LINE OF TREES. і 
1 ВАМ 
FOR THEM. 


І НОРЕР І 
COULD 


22 


მა. 
а 


REGROWN, 
PREDISPOSED IT 
TO AVALANCHE. 


AT LAST IT ENDED, > 
WITH THE OPD 
CLICKS OF FINAL 
SETTLING HERE 
AND THERE. 


THEN THEY |. 
LANDED. 


I STILL HAD 
ONE EGG, 
THOUGH. < № 


гт 
R 


k 


| KICK IT J 
OUT! 


THEY 
CONTINUED 
TO LIFT. 


h. 


< Р» 
წ 


19.2 ку 


Sma ქ 


–_–__იიი. ЦЭН 


MAYBE YOU'VE NEVER A FEELING 
E DE LY E THAT'S ENHANCED 


WHEN YOU KNOW 
YOU'RE 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IT- 


YOUFEEL A SORT 
OF SICK AWE. 


THE ROTORS 
SHATTERED 
INTO A 
HUNDRED 
KNIVES. 


І APPROACHED 
CAUTIOUSLY Е 
AT FIRST. : 


I ONLY бот 
ONE OUT. 


BEHIND 
12222 


ულ 


BESTER, 


ү”; 
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Ха 

საა GOD KNOWS HOW НЕ 

Kun] DRAGGED HIMSELF 
II, 


AFTER HER. 
а 
2 BUT НЕ DID. 


й 


AND НЕ WAS 
RAISING 
HIS GUN. 


N BZ: 


IT'S МОТ 
SOMETHI NG 


SPOKEN ОЕ. 


222 


ЕЯ BUT WE ARE 
"| BOUND ву 
> ТНАТ. 
д 


2-2 
e 2 6 
= Бий 


Ёо 


SO NOW YOU 
KNOW THE DESPITE 
THINGS THAT MS- HILL'S 
WERE BEST 
NEVER_ON EFFORTS! 
TELEVISION. 


THE APPROPRIATE 
PLACE... TO 
BOW 02677. 


ALIEN? 


WELL, IF 1 WAS--AND --- І SPEAK 
1 WAS I'M NOT SAYING І AM-- PRETTY GOOD 
SO GLAD YOU'D HAVE TO AGREE --- AMERICA 


FOR A 
AED FOREIGNER . 


AGAIN! 


GREAT HOPE. 


MAYBE WE 


PHRASE WELL 
TURNED. 


IT WAS JUST A PRACTICE RUN, 
BUT I WAS BEGINNING TO 
ТО LIVE MY DREAMS. 


ТО ME LIKE 
N 


A Ў 
I WAS А š PLOY. Ди 
ALUMINUM А Din | 
РООЋ. IGS 
[3 ? 


E, 


m БЕ 


TZ 


I'D LEARNED А LOT ON | 
THAT LONG NIGHT WALK. 


e 


CE 


AND THE TIME АТ 
LISA'S HOUSE. 


Т МАРЕ ТНЕ 
STO SE OF 


е 
ТО SHARE IT 


WITH 
BUT FACING А LIFE 
SEEN WITH USELESS LEGS, 
FACIAL DIS- 
FIGUREMENT AND 
SERIOUS PRISON 
TIME 


| 


255 | U #- NE 
! CC > / > “> OULD 

SMELL.| | TOUCH. А -- В». 222 WATER --- 

à n 2 " 


---АМР SEE T 
REFLECTION 

| STAR, 93 MIL 
MILES AWAY. 


I COULD 


AR 
TISSUE... 


ThE PLAN 15 FOR 
LARRY AND 
MAUREEN TO 


L EN e EZ 


CONCRETE'5 INTERNAL PIALOGUE ROLLS ON. 

НЕ RECALLS A QUOTE FROM А 

MOUNTAINEERING BOCK HE REAP WHEN HE 
WAS A TEENAGER. 


“OUR PRESENT WORLP 
15 А WORLD 
OF REMARKABLE 
CIVILIZATION, BUT IT 
15 № ERY 
NATURAL AND NOT 
VERY HAPPY.” 


“WE NEEP SOME 
SNATCHES OF THE LIFE 
OF YOUTH; TO BE FOR 
А SEASON SIMPLY 
HAPPY AND Я 
SIMPLY HEALTHY." /. 


DISASTER, OR MAKE ОР 


HIS LIFE LOW FARCE. 


^WE NEED 
SOMETIMES..." 


а > 
= 
Vit, 
“WE NEED ТО 


Ч 7-2 
ES 
> 22 22225 DRAW SOMETIMES 


228 U ( GREAT PRAUGHTS 
= УМ | L OF SIMPLICITY 
РА N კ r АМР BEAUTY” 
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ANP SO COME 
THE STRANGEST 


MOMENTS 
OF CONCRETE’S 
STRANGE 


TRIPODS IT'S OKAY. 
I LIKE 
ს HERE! 


THIS 15 NICE, ISN'T ПР 
ЕИ 
THE MAN INTRODUCES 
HIMSELF, A NAME BEAUT” 
THAT MEANS NOTHING 
TO CONCRETE. 


вә | 
YOU'RE Nes 5 | 
FAMILIAR WITH 
FREDERICK М 
HARRISON? 


NN 


ІК yet 


I'M JUST ABOUT 
а А5 


WHIMSICAL. 
SOMETHING’S 


WEIRD HERE. 
EITHER THIS GUY'S 
HAYING FUN 
PLAYING MIND 
GAMES, OR HE’S 
сала ra 


I DON'T 
SEE ANY 


BAZOOKA. І 
SHOULD BE OKAY. 


YOUR 
WHOLE WORLUZ 
IN FACT. 
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Л 


| 
THE 

FAINTING 
OYER MY 
CHA ын 

“ШУ сок» 15 
ХЭ rus ВА 
EN |. HAPPENING?! 


- ES 
N el 
* ad აპ < 
ра ысы 


112 RATHER ALL დ --- BUT YOU'RE 


50 POI 

RIGHT--- СЕТ THREE HANDLING IT 

HEISHTEN THAT WISHES, OR ... | WITH А CERTAIN 
ISSUE. WHAT? STUNNED 
АССЕРТАМС 


Е-- 
POING. 


І THINK WHAT YOU HAVE 

TO SAY IN THAT STATE 15 

MORE INTERESTING THAN 
PANICKEP STAMMERING. 


WHAT'S ს УОЏ'ВЕ 


| THIS, A сомпмиме TO 
297 / am, NOW? NOTION EXIST ALONG 
| => 2 I НАР. YOUR ENTIRE PATH 
/ ай K Tm ~ А OF MOTION. 
- SU У % 
y I ке: 
> ў NS \ 
Ж » Я 


a 
MEN Sa 
4) `` Ч 
дық NOT 
ა» ETHING I WAVE 
COULD EXPLORE YOUR 
SM IN THE NORMAL HAND. 


~ МЕМЕЗ ОР 
A>. TOUR EXISTENCE. 


NOW 
WE SHOULP 
ENYISION 
YOUR PATH 
BACK- 
WARPS... 


AT THE TRAILHEAP, 
WHERE LARRY AND 
MAUREEN PROPPED 
YOU, THE 
HEXTRUDED YOU” 
WOULD BECOME 
AIRBORNE, SINCE 
YOU КОРЕ IN THE 
ТКИСКВЕР..- 


COULD I 
WALK 
BACK INTO 
SOLIP ME, 
THOUGH? 


WHICH WOULP BE 

NOTHING COMPARED 

ТО YOUR NEIGHBOR- 

HOOP, WHERE YOUR 

PATH HAS CROSSED 

ITSELF НИМРКЕР5 OF 
TIMES! 


RE IT’D BE 
MOST SOLIP 
Fr 


EFFECTIVELY 
BLOCK 
ONE LANE OF 
TRAFFIC 


ON THE 
FREEWAY 


ACTUALLY, т LIKE THE IPEA 
OF BREAKS OPENING UP 
FOR YOU TO PASS. 


NOW 1 МО 
LONGER HAVE 
TO WONPER 

WHAT LSP 

ISLIKE. 


BUT EVEN I CAN'T 

VISUALIZE WHAT HIGH- 

OVERLAP AREAS SUCH 

AS INSIDE YOUR WARE- 

HOUSE WOULP LOOK LIKE, 
IF YOU VID BREAK. 


---WITH THE 
NOTABLE 
EXCEPTION OF 
THE ANTLERS 
YOU GREW 
THAT TIME. 


№ 


аны 


Bir 


THE L.A. AIRPORT 


| МЕКМОМТ, 
= WHERE YOU 


WERE 
НОАХЕР BY 
ONE OF THEM, 
ACROSS THE 


PACIFIC, 
EVENTUALLY TO 
NEPAL. 


ლევანი 
THE STONE SNAKE 

WOULD EVEN REACH THEN, 

TO THE EVEREST WOULPN'T 
SUMMIT AND BACK. THEY? 


--.INCLUPING YOUR 
PLUNGE INTO THE |-- 
RIVER. 


YOU'P END UP WITH A 

COMFOUNP HELIX 

РАТТЕКМ. ROTATIONAL 
ON ТОР OF 


=== Ы 
= ORBITAL, PLUS LINEAR 
MOTION. 


7, 
X NO My 
«Y 


Ж 


Й 
7 


27 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 

RIGHT. BUT YOU'VE 

GIVEN ME AN IPEA; 
MOVING TO THAT 
SCA 


YOU’? HAVE № Қ : 
У ШИ MOSTLY BROWN, 
5НАРЕР WITH 
< PINK- 
WHOLE ( ў 
L ( 
h 


WHAT IF 
EVERYONE LEFT 


MAINLY THE POLES 
LP SHOW 


BUT LITTLE LAND, 
I'7 GUESS. MOSTLY 
MOUNTAINSIPES. 


TIME ТО GIVE YOU PON'T LOOK А 
TASTE OF GIFT HORSE IN 
HAPPINESS. THE MOUTH. 


YOU--YOU MX | - 


CQULP'VE IV > 、 і 
რიუ) WA Ags 
TIME?! шэ Y 
7 
\ 
Я 
„А 
N 


IT'S WHAT 
YOU'VE YEARNED 


THEY 
AND PON'T PE NE 


WORT | A LITTLE 
I WON'T BE 
WATCHING. PRIVACY. 


ТОО ВАР FOR HIM THAT TOTAL 2) HEY, ТКІРОР.. THAT BOWL 
EMOTIONAL FULFILLMENT MAKES 7 MAYBE YOU 
А BORING STORY HOU LOOKS 


WHATEVER 
І WANT... 
(2 WELL, FOR A 
PAGE OR 50... 


= AS Io +: ў X 1 
SAY. N -一 
i Г КАЧ, за. 


а NDA FY, NND V , 
: Al "4 727 | у Ж 72 
` > Ж і 172 É 
w Q ა 2 ) ll | Ж 
NT Й 1 \ 
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WHEN THIS 
ROCK HITS, 
HE’LL 
APPEAR. 


SORRY. BUT 
IT'S TIME ТО GET 
BACK TO 
BUSINESS. 


LOOK, I ALWAYS THOUGHT CRUELTY ANP 
GOOP FORTUNE WERE SPREAP SO CARE- 
LESSLY AROUNP THIS WORLD THAT 

МОВОРУ WAS PULLING THE STRINGS. 
BUT YOU РО IT ALL, INTENTIONALLY? 


ON THAT 
© SUBJECT... 


І STRIVE 


FOR 
REALISM, 
15 ALL. 


YOU'VE 
GOT SOME 
HARD_TIMES 
COMING UF. IT’S HE PLUS 
WHAT MAKES SIDE, I'M GOING 
GOOD DRAMA. ТО KEEP YOU 
ALIVE AS 
LONG ASI 
N САМ. 


ANP YOU 
CAN 
STILL TAKE 
YOUR 
HIKE. 
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WHAT ABOUT SHE'S ALREADY Ó / ст, 
Мен же GONE, ANP THis рт 
с“? 2 FORGOTTEN REALLY 


ЕЕ ALL THIS. HAPPEN. 


(uu irs 


м’ ОКА? ІМ THE 
MOMENTS BEFORE 
ЈА WAKING U 


I РОМ'Т EVEN 
GET TO 

REMEMBER 
THIS?! 


HEY--BEFORE | ТНЕКЕ YOU GO, 
І FORGET, STRAINING THE 

ANSWER ONE pm 4 ILLUSION, 
QUESTION... и ს AGAIN! 


your / 
FORGET IT 
YOURSELF 
IN A 
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--FREPERICK HARRISON 
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FREUD WAS АРТ 
УУНЕМ НЕ SPOKE ОР 
“HOCEANIC” STATES... 

THERE'S SOME 
QUEER ATTRACTION 

TO JUST BEING 
HERE AMO FLOW- 

ING PRESSURES, 

SMOOTH, GRADUAL 

MOVEMENT. 


LETTERING: 
вуса SPICER 


FUNNY TO BE DIS- 
SATISFIED WITH THIS 
BODY'S POWERS... 
BUT I WISH 1 COULD 
HOLD MY BREATH 
LONGER, OR SOME- 
HOW OXYGENATE 
UNDERWATER. AN 
HOUR OR SO JUST 
ISN'T LONG ENOUGH. 


Watching a Sunset 


gi’ 


Мө, 


ме MT 
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E о 27 dms SM S 
ЖАТ” 
Ml ее 
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BACK TO 
THE HOTEL. 


а 
< 
Ш 
I 
ім 
ae 
Su 
в 


ШШ 
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LATE. THE sounps ОЕ EAGLE 


ROCK ARE MUTE 


„AND CONCRETE 
АМР LARRY 


{с 
ლაი a. 


3 


І 

SHOULDN’T 

WHILE You 
TYPE. 


а 


El) 


IM WHERE 
BELLER 
AND 
РЕМЕГОРЕ --- 


WELL, DO 
YOU THINK 


PIP IT? 


| 2: 1 


ШИШ 


SO MUCH OF LIFE 
15 DOORS BRIEFLY 
ОРЕМЕР, ТНЕМ 

CLOSED FOREVER- 


— 

I THINK THEY. PO ALG y 
I WONDER МЕ 

IF PENELOPE Y 
REGRETS ў, 

THAT NOW 
THAT HE'S 

EAD. 


ASTRA’ 
AKE 


A GREAT 
SINCE THIS THERAPIST IF 
TIME IN THE SHE GOT A 
DESERT DEGREE. 
THERE'S BEEN 


SOMETHING 


ҮҮНАТЛЭЦ 


HEY, РОМ”Т 
DISCOUNT 


IT, YOU OLD 
RATIONALIST! 


I 
WOULDPNTL 
OBVIOUSLY 
WORKS FOR 
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PUTTING 
ASIPE 

SCIENTIFIC : РТ 

RIGOR --- MAKES YOU MORE 
POWERFUL. 


e. ITS A WAY ОР 


A MOTHER’S BELIEF 
IN HER CHILDREN'S 
GRACE, BEAUTY AND 
INTELLIGENCE KEEPS 
HER FROM DROWNING 
THE BRATS AS 
INFANTS. 


— 
VONNEGUT HAP ONE TOO. 
“BELIEVE THE FOMA THAT 
MAKE YOU HAPPY, HEALTH 
სს) ANP WISE.“ -- САТ 15 CRADLE. 


і 


“ 
/ 

(ШП Пе 
Уво) 0918) 
М STILL Е 


Lt 
TH 
I WORKO 


YOU'RE NOT 
WE LIYE 
STORIES. ¡PING 
PAIN. 


М REMINDED OF 
HEINLEIN^S LINE ABOUT 
“FUNCTIONAL DELUSIONS.” 


“HARMLESS 
UNTRUTHS.” 


I'VE FOUND MY WISE 
WOMAN. JUST РИРМ”Т 
KNOW I WAS 
LOOKING. 


FEELING. 
NOT RUNNING 
FROM ‘EM. 


EMOTIONS 


ARE 
FHYSICAL, 
YOU KNOW. 


IN YOUR CASE, 
PROJECTILE 


VOMIT, 
SOMETIMES. 


I REAP ONCE 
TR УА PIC 


I WILL NEYER 
HAVE А BODY 

ОЕ BEAUTY. 
N С.2 


“WISE 
WOMAN.” 


NE 
pd OUTSIPE. À 


LOOK АТ МЕ, ЕМУУІМӘ А GU? 
WHO WAS TRAUMATIZED ВУ А 
HORRIFIC KIDNAPPING- 


XI т ААА ХХ 


ШІ 


OF COURSE, DURING 
THE 
МОМКЕУ- й 1 აზ КА 
WRENCHING. г Аме N зв ENS N 


шон 

< 
M 

wn 


~ 


MC 
pU & На ус 
N ! ს WWW у 


LIFTING 
THAT TREE 
TO SAVE 
ROLANP. HIDING 
FROM THE 
TIMBER GUARPS 
AFTER THE 
SPIKING. 


АВ. 


SOMEBODY 
SAIP THERE 


GOVERNMENT 
AREA UP 


COMPLEX WAS 

DAMAGES IN 

THOSE FIRES 
AWHILE 


THEIR 
BURROWS. 
SHIELDED 
BY THE 
EARTH, LIKE 
MEIN THIS 
Вору. EMERGE. 
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D NO IDEA 
A_PLACE 
UP HERE. 


WHAT IF 
THEY 
RETURNED? 


N 


UN SN NN 
NN 


A i 
RESEARCH | 
CENTER? | 


NOM 


` 


7 I'VE LIVED SO LONG 
Үү HE IDEA 


MAUREEN, 
TRANS- PING 
PLANTING 
BRAINS 
ISN’T LIKE 
GRAFTING 
HAIR 
PLUGS. 


WHAT MIGHT BRAIN-TRANSPLANT 
TECHNOLOGY MEAN TO STROKE 
| VICTIMS? 


ў (AW Z 228 


LIVING YEARS 
LIKE THIS. NOT 
KNOWING THE 
FEDS ARE COZY 
WITH THE ONES 
WHO PID THIS 
TOME. 


Ú 


ENTRANCE. 


[ue 


STOP MOTOR, 


= 
CERTAINLY 
COULDN'/T 


WITH THAT 
BODY- 


до. CHADWICK 05 
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ld, A 
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% 


% 
4 
1 зі 


ось, 7227 ; 22 
Z 2 229772 ПЕТРЕ A 
22220 


_ააე, 


29% Ж, | 
YA ма В 5 
Ба Жек 


THE END 
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THE WILD MIND 
THAT CHOOSES 
COLOR, MEASURES 
PROPORTION, 
JUDGES 
COMPOSITION... 


БО ІТ SEEMS RIGHT THAT 
VINCENT VAN GOGH, 
THAT ICON OF SOLITUDE, 


SHOULO CELEBRATE „А HAVEN FROM 
HIS HUMBLE HUMAN COMPANY. 


CN 


== 


N «NEEDS ITS 


STILLNESS. 


А PERSONALLY 
ADDRESSED WORD, 
DEMANDING NOTICE, 
IS A STONE 
DROPPED IN THAT 
POOL. 


И PR 
OH, IT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN 
HIS INTENTION. 


MORE LIKELY, HIS AIM WAS 
ТО TRY THE LINEAR STYLE, 
AND EXPRESSIVELY 
UNNATURAL COLORSOF 
JAPANESE PRINTS... 
N ON AHANDY SUBJECT. 
У 


WERE DEAR THINGS, 
HIS COMFORTS IN 
AN UNCOMFORTABLE 
WORLD. 
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SO HOW WELCOME IT 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
с 
LONELINESS. VINCENT’S BEDROOM 
PAINTING, PAUL 
GAUGUIN CAME TO 
WORK WITH 
к VINCENT ІМ ARLES. 


S. uz 


AND FOR VINCENT, 
LONG FRIENDSHIPS 


ALAS, THE VOLATILE, 
INTENSE VINCENT ANO 
THE EGOIST GAUGUIN 
AGREED ON NOTHING, 


L | BROTHER THEO'S 
G| sreapFasTNEss 
МУИ ГД WAS LEGENDARY 

BECAUSE IT WAS 


< 
= 


<< — 


"E hr 
(2 72212 


UNTIL VINCENT’S CURSE, 
HIS BRAIN DISEASE, 
LED HIM (GAUGUIN 
CLAIMED) TO WIELD А 
RAZOR IN GAUGUIN 5 


HE WROTE ТО THEO 
OF HIS “ATTACK 
OF ARTISTIC 


AND, EVENTUALLY, \ | «NEVER KNOWING 


PAINT ..FOR A COUPLE ს = 2 зо 
OF YEARS MORE, 


FOR THAT. 


ATLEAST 
HE COULD STILL 
JOKE. 


MUTILATE, 
INFAMOUSLY, 
HISOWN EAR. 


НЕ DEPARTED 
FOREVER. 


m4 


STORY АМР ART 
1986 


PAUL СНАРУПСК. 


LETTERING: 
BILL SPICER 


л 

а 
147 » 
00% Іа, 
ს ka | 


FN -一 -一 
Аў мо, THAT “5 NOT RIGHT. - 


\ " B I 


173 


GHTING ALL 
THOSE FANTASTIC X 
CHARACTERS! » 
е ка 


е. SI 
w WE HAVE we УАЗ 
ыс 


2 


NOTHI 
y BETTE 


SN ა”... 
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THEY SPEND MILLIONS 

ON TEMPERAMENTAL 
STARS...ON UNCONVINCING 
УНИ EFFECTS...ON 


EROUS 
ONS...ON PAINS- 
TAKING ANIMATION... 


O 

AND 7 COULD DO II ALL, 
FOR THE PRICE OF FILM 
STOCK AND PROCESSING! 


JACK NICHOLSON 
COULD PLAY A LOVE 
SCENE WITH SARAH 


SPRITES COULD 
RUSTLE THROUGH 
FOREST LEAVES... 


Ex» VET 
| 


ы VN 
A) “ა \ чу 


Ц 


А 


WA 


— 


Ж 
222 
AT 


> р> 


= 


о 

А LIFETIME ОҒ 

PURE, CREATIVE 
SIONS..- 


= 
---ASTOUNOS 
THEM! 


I CAN CHANGE 
PEOPLES‘ MINDS... 
SAY THINGS OF 
IMPORTANCE! 


AND THERE'S 
THE OTHER 
THING... 


VI 
АШ! 


=> 


“MONEY! MILLIONS... WHO KNOWS, 
WITH THE PITTANCE IN EXPENSES, 
WHY NOT 8/LLIONS? 


1 САМ маке 


МУ РКЕАМ5 НАМЕ ВЕЕМ 
SO SMALL TIME... А HIT 
SINGLE, FOR PITY'S 
БАКЕ! 


TIME TO GET 
S OQ STARTED! 


7 


NS 


Ma ata 
ლა 2117 s 


SS | 
Zu I N L 4 


SS AND ART 


PAUL CHADWICK 


INKING: VED 
MHOTCHKISS CC 18 92 


YOU'LL 
FINISH YOUR 
AXES_IN 


У TAXES! 


т НАУЕ ТО 
НАУЕ ТНЕМ 
BY 


IN 
MIDNIGHT! 


Е DON'T GO TO HEAVEN OR HELL WHEN WE Е ALL JUST FLOAT 6 
N | AROUND! AND THE WORST OF IT IS THAT ҮЕС THIN 
Ё BECAUSE WE НАУЕ NO BODIES... JU рима зара та 


2 


ONE DAY IN THE AFTERLIFE, TWO HEADS 
FLOATED TOGETHER... ლ 
WHEN WILL WE 
BE RELEASED FROM EVERY MOMENT 
THIS TORMENT OF COUNT! 
„ BOREDOM? WHEN? 


FOR EXAMPLE, 
I ALWAYS HADA 
PAPERBACK BOOK 
TO READ WHEN I 
HAD TO WAIT IN 

LINE! 


TALK LIKE (| 1 КЕРТ АМ ALWAYS 
THAT! YOU wr UP-TO-DATE INDEX 
MAKE IT \ ( CARD OF FOREIGN 
BORING! ; LANGLIAGE 

YOU GOTTA Ч ლ VOCABULARY WORDS 

MAKE EVERY \ 3 А IM МУ SHIRT 
MOMENT \ ქ 7 РОСКЕТ! 

COUNT! | 
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YOUNG, I'D PUMP IRON WITH 
RM AS I BRUSHED MY TEETH... 


бот PRETTY GOOD, 
TOO. 


же о R 
> 
С 7 
AE 
“ару NOT SELF-IMPROVEMENT! ВИТ TIME WELL SPENT NONETHELESS! ІТ WAS LATE 
Y AT NIGHT IN THE SANTA MONICA MALL SUBLEVEL TRANSPORT STATION. IT WAS 
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са I WAS READING SOME KOREAN VOCABULARY WORDS ON МУ WAY TO THE 
202) SUBWAY WHEN A COUPLE OF PUNKS JUMPED ME FROM BEHIND... 


THEY WERE GOOP. REALLY 1 НАР NO CHANCE АТ THEN THEY HAD ITOFF, 
ОФООР. ALL ATONCE THEY ALL ТО ACTIVATE МУ AND МУ OTHER tu 
НАР МЕ IMMOBILIZED. CALLACOP BRACELET. ARM BROKEN. SS 


AND THEN THEY SLIT 


182 


PLIGHT? IT DIDN'T MATTER. 1/0 BE DEAD 
IN SECONDS... 


(ща 


I KNEW I WAS DYING. THERE WAS ER A TRAIN WENT ВУ. FAST. DID ANYBODY 
ABSOLUTELY NO CHANCE. \ SS ABOARD SEE МЕ, AND UNDERSTAND МУ 
ETA | | | 


SS N М 
" Е 


NN 


ў => 


СА 
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ІШ те 


im 


BASTARU!! 


TOGETHER! 
---AH, POETRY IN MOTION... 


...АМР2 TIED MY 
KILLER’S SHOELACES 
IDN'T MATTEK. 

I WOULD HAVE 

DIED ANYWAY. 
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ТО RIFLE МУ POCKETS... 


7 


НЕ STOOD UP ТО MOVE, АМР 
SLOWLY LOST HIS 


BALANCE... 


9 


2 90 n 


1 GUESS THEY BOUGHT THE CONVLULSI 


OR DEATH THROES... 
HELD ON LONG ENOUGH TO 


SEE THE REST. ITWAS SO 
u EN 


І WAS FADING FAST, БИТ 1 
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INTERESTING THOUGHT, ..- ASSUMING GREAT, JUST 
TIME 15 ALL WE НАУЕ- AN EXISTENTIAL GREAT. NOW 
HOW ТО USE IT OUTLOOK, OF I/LL BE LATE 
IS REALLY THE ONLY COURSE. 
QUESTION WORTH 
ASKING--- THEY'LL. 
PROBABLY 
FLAG MY FILE 
AND I'LL BE 
AUDITED 
FOREVER. 


\ ONE HOUR. г IT'5 YOUR FAULT. I WOULD'VE USED 
COULD MAKE IT. | THE &-Z IF YOU HADN'T POINTED 
I POUST IT, OUT HOW I WOULD'VE PAID MORE. 


ს y ГА 
S C m NEUER, 
CARDS TO v MAKE Is 
WRITE WHILE 
STANDING IN 5 
LINE- LARRY, 
° WHAT'S THE 
DATE? 


MARCH 
FIFTEENTH! 
WHAT ІРО YOL 
TILIIN EP 


THAT'S I_ ALWAYS GET HAVE A WHOLE 
TAXES ARE Le II CONFUSED 
DUE APRIL. WITH THAT LINE 
FIFTEENTH. IN JULIUS 
CAESAR..- 
“BEWARE THE 
IDES OF 
MARCH!” ж 


~ 


й > Ж” =s SY | 
; 2 WELL, THAT WAS 
== / A WELL- SPENT 
H : ү 150 SECONDS. 
р ‚ NOW WHAT? 
CHARMINGLY 
FREE OF й 
CONTACT WITH \ p c4 | 
REALITY. | KR MARCH 75 ( 
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fe Y 


74 4 = 
WE DON'T GO TO HEAVEN OR HELL WHEN WE DIE... WO? WE ALL JUST 
FLOAT AROUND! AND THE WORST OF IT 15 THAT WE CAN'T DO ANYTHING 
BUT TALK... BECAUSE WE HAYE NO BODIES... JUST MEADS’ 


ONE DAY IN THE AFTERLIFE, Two 
HEADS FLOATED TOGETHER 


AND WHERE DID YOU 
LIVE, FRIEND? 


IN THE MAIN, HOWEVER, SURVIVAL WAS NO PROBLEM. 
VENDING MACHINES WERE EVERYWHERE, PROVIDING 
FOOD, WATER AND CLOTHING. 
ს О 


AND 
CCASIONALLY 
OTHER, LESS 
TANGIBLE 
BENEFITS. 


Е = 


< 7 


у” 


nn А 
y a ЕД 
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«ў ух e ч 
MRAZ ба Сз? АДАД ДА | 
di —— / ბაგ. <a> 
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Du 


THEIR MEMORIES MAY HAVE BEEN 
FAULTY, BUT THEY HAD SEEMED 
TWENTY FEET TALL AT THE TIME. 


PERHAPS WE WERE THE LAST 
REMNANTS OF AN ADVANCED 
CIVILIZATION THAT НАР SOMEHOW 
Ш DIED OUT... THE CORPSES NEATLY 
DISPOSED_OF ВУ A ATIC 


UTOM 
MECHANISMS. 


n 4 7 
TM 
m Юй 
27-11 A 


OR THE SUBJECT OF 
А COLOSSAL 
EXPERIMENT. WE 
NEVER KNEW. 


THE WORLD WAS ENDLESSLY 
FASCINATING, AND LIFE WAS 
GOOU. DANGEROUS, 
OCCASIONALLY. BORING, 
NEVER. 


= 
- AND MY PARENTS LOVED 
ს МЕ, 1 GUESS, BUT 1 УАЗ 
л- 


AWARE OF SOMETHING 
SPECIAL BETWEEN 
THEM... 
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ს A и “ 
ANNAN Lr. земи š 
М та А 
Sr დ 
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dim aw | 


AND TITANIC 15 THE WORD! WE SPENT WHAT MUST 
HAVE BEEN SIXTEEN OR_SEVENTEEN YEARS, ALWAYS 
EXPLORING, NEVER FINDING ITS LIMITS. 


WER 
>“ 


et 7 
A «сы 

5 444 44 ად ES 7 

хе. ა > 


а 


AND CHANGING 
THINGS. 


A 
Хе | 
罗 
< 
za 


РЧ რ < ў 
алау ae 
EOS 


14 
= ს“! 
გ 5 
ja 
я А 
СВ 
т REALLY 
HATED THOSE 
THINGS. 
Та"! 
б 
; 1 ma 


Я 


Ж 
HOM 
hare Crea 


/ 


THEN, ONE DAY, 
Ё LIFE GOT 700 
DANGEROUS. 


FROM А SLOPE LEADING 
INTO SOME WATER, МУ 
MOTHER WAS TAKING А 
DRINK. 


4° вэ 2 
Ф ) ) 2 
OS 
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MY FATHER GRABBED НЕЕ HAND, AND 
STRAINED TO HOLP ON. I GRABBED HIS 
ARM, TRYING TO HELP. 


MY FATHER RAN DOWN THE RAMP AND SEEMED TO 

FREEZE... IN THAT WATER LAY DEATH. НЕ HAD FELT 

THE POWER THAT HAD_WRENCHED HER AWAY, 
FELT HOW UNSTOPPABLE IT WAS. 


Вг 765 


SOMETHING REACHED UP 
AND PULLED HER POWN- 


8 SHE 
WAS LOST. 


THEN HE SEEMED, WELL, ТО STUMBLE, 

ALMOST COLLAPSE. I GUESSED THAT THE 

TOTAL EFFORT НЕ НАР JUST МАРЕ CAUGHT 
ОР WITH HIM ALL АТ ONCE..- 


WELL, 1 КЕРТ WANDERING. I 
DIDN'T LOSE INTEREST IN LIFE. 
THINGS WERE COLORED WITH А 


MELANCHOLY НАТЕ, 


BUT COM- 


PARED TO MOST HUMAN LIVES 
І?УЕ HEARD ABOUT, MINE WAS 


EASIER, EVEN MORE STIMULATING, 
THAN MOST. I CAN'T COMPLAIN. 


THEN SOMETHING REMARK- 

ABLE HAPPENED. A GIRL, 

MY АСЕ, BEAUTIFUL (OF 

COURSE !> APPEARED. LOVE 

AT FIRST SIGHT, OF COURSE. 

COULD IT HAVE BEEN ANY 
OTHER way? 


IT WAS AS IF MY DEVELOP- 
MENT HAD BEEN DIVIDED 
INTO NEAT SECTIONS WITH 
ALMOST SCIENTIFIC 
PRECISION: CHILDHOOD, 
CHOP! ... ADULTHOOD. 


HER STORY, ONCE 
WE HAD WORDS 
AND SIGNS. 
TURNED OUT TO BE 
MUCH LIKE MINE- 


PARENTS KILLED. NO PAST 
BEYOND HER MEMORY. THE 
WORLD А MYSTERY 
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ае — 77 37 доза 


THAT WORLD SEEMED то 
CHANGE, THEN. IT BECAME 
HARSHER, COLDER. THE 
MACHINES GREW FASTER 
AND MORE DANGEROUS. I 
BROKE MY ARM ONCE... 


Na 


AND SHE WAS BADLY 


CUT ву А 
FLYING THING- 


MACHINES БТОРРЕІ? WORKING. THOSE THAT 
REMAINED REQUIRED STRANGE, ATHLETIC TASKS 
TO MAKE THEM WORK. 


HAD RESPONSIBILITY... ек ID 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, I FOOD BECAME PRECIOUS. MANY OF THE VENDING 
NEVER EVEN HEAR (ed 
Wer 


STILL, THERE WAS Joy... BECAUSE í ASSTEAMROLLER [AND Z knew... 
THERE WAS MEANING TO LIFE, | -- | Мут 
ANOTHER PERSON TO LIVE FOR. INN 


Де, 


CLOSED 
FOOT... 


YOU SEE, THAT WAS THE MOMENT I REALIZED... AND THAT'S THE LAST 
MY FATHER HAUN'T STUMBLED, OR COLLAPSED т 
WITH EXHAUSTION, AT ALL. Ar 2 HING І REMEMBER! 


SO... AT LAST 
L KNOW-.. 


ду] THE END 
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WE CALLED VAL AN 
"EARTH MOTHER." 


THE BUILDING 
THAT PIPNI 


20 YEARS LATER, ЮМ 
I HAVE DREAMS FS 
SET THERE. [Lu 


I SPENT MOST 
OF MY TWENTIES 


FORMATIVE, 
ADVENTUROUS 
YEARS, FULL OF 
AMBITION AND 

LEARNING. 


IT WAS CLOSE TO ART 
CENTER COLLEGE OF 
DESIGN, AND CHEAP, 
і 50 STUDENTS 
FLOCKED THERE... 


AND STAYED. 
~ 


ათ” ЖИ 


)) 
= УР) YA >>” 
> EYEBROWS, THE 
EVER-PRESENT 
2 | DANGLING 


CIGARETTE... 


Ма სსს 
«Ум Va. 
` қы 


М МОТ SURE 


т 
IT COMPLETELY 
SUITED HER. 


STILL, I 
REMEMBER HER 
WITH AFFECTION. 

THE MANAGER 

OF THE 


LOS ANGELES... 
ALSO 
KNOWN AS... 


$0, QUITE A NOT EXCLUSIVELY. 
COMMUNITY OF WE HAD THE 
YOUNG ARTISTS, PARANOID RECLUSE 
PHOTOGRAPHERS, WHO LIVED AND 
AND DESIGNERS STACKED 
FILLED THE PLACE. NEWSPAPERS... 


LL 


264 ფა BUS TO WORK 
AW | Al CIN Е.А. !)... 


n 
2 


Jo T 
= 


-THE EXTENDED FAMILY 
WHO'D LOST THEIR 
HOME TO FIRE A РЕМ 
BLOCKS AWAY. 


-| COLORFUL PLACE, 
ALL RIGHT. 


MY APARTMENT 
WAS STILL 
FESTOONED WITH 
HANGING PLANT 
HOOKS FROM THE 
TIME THAT VAL'S 
SON USED IT AS 
A MARIJUANA 
FARM. 


ИЙ THE WINDOWS WERE 
COVERED WITH FOIL, 
Й THEN, TO HIDE THE 


Fe T 
E 7 АРРЕР 
ВИТ WHAT WAS SPECIAL А RA WOOK 


ABOUT THE PLACE WAS 
ITS CONCENTRATION OF 
TALENTED YOUNG 
PEOPLE WHO WENT ON 
TO MAKE A MARK. 


THE G.P, WAS 
A LAUNCH РАВ 
FOR A LOT 


OR TWO, 


Е 
= 
= 
22 722 


BY MY COUNT 


I WENT 
THROUGH SEVEN 
ROOMMATES 
ІМ МУ ART 
CENTER YEARS, 
AND AFTER. 


THIS'LL 
BE TOTAL 
BLOWAWAY- 
MANSHIP, 
CHADWICK! 


...THOUGH THEN HE WAS А 
HUMBLE BOHEMIAN ART 
STUDENT. OKAY, MAYBE 

= 


NOT HUMBLE, EXACTLY. 


LATER: MARK VERHEIDEN, AUTHOR OF 
THE AMERICAN COMICS SERIES 
AND THE MASK AND TIME СОР 

FILMS, NOW BIGWIG ON SMALLVILLE. 


DAY JOB AT 
Lee 
EL 


HIS "AMERICAN 
GRAFITTI,” NEVER 
FILMED, TITLED 
THE 8/6 PARTY. 


OF CAREERS. 


THE FIRST, 
AN ENDURING 
FRIEND, WAS 

DAVE MATTINGLY, 
SOON TO 
BECOME ONE 
OF THE LEADING 
SF ARTISTS. 


AND RON HARRIS... WHO 
SIMULTANEOUSLY, AND MISERABLY, 
(РОВ ТИЕ SYNDICATE PEOPLE 
WERE TRUE JERKS), DREW THE 
DALLAS AND STAR TREK 

NEWSPAPER STRIPS. 


AND KURT CYRUS...NOW A 
TOP-RANK CHILDREN’S BOOK 
: ILLUSTRATOR, ТНЕМ А 


THEY SAID 
CHARLENE TILTON 
WASN'T "PRETTY 
ENOUGH"! 


BUT THEN 
HE DID HIS 
TOTALLY GREAT 
CRASH RYAN 
RETRO-AVIATION 
STRIP FOR 
EPIC COMICS. 


I MEAN STARVING... 
POOR KURT SUPPED 
EVERY NIGHT ON RICE, 
PEAS AND POTATOES, 
BOILED TOGETHER. 


TWO DOORS DOWN LIVED BRYN 
BARNARD, ILLUSTRATOR, WRITER, 
INTERNATIONALIST. 


HIS ROOMMATE: JIM GURNEY, 
WHO'D LATER ENCHANT MILLIONS 
WITH HIS Р/МОТОР/А BOOKS. 


THESE ANIMAL 
STUDIES WILL 
SHOW, I HOPE, 
AN APTITUDE 
FOR ANIMATION 
DRAWING. 


REJECTED 


DISNEY, 
THE 
FOOLS! 
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0 МАМУ OTHERS, 
LIKE ILLUSTRATOR 
TERRY ROBINSON, 


THEY WERE A FIFTYISH 


THERE WERE A LOT OF LIVES LESBIAN COUPLE, AND THEY 


| | EARLY IN THEIR TRAJECTORIES, 


CELEBRITY THAT WERE GOING TO GIVE i FOUGHT LIKE FURIES. 
rcc რიგა OFF SPARKS AND DAZZLE. : 
DESIGNERS DAVID 4 
LEUNG AND 
ERIC VAN DER BUT DIRECTLY 
PALEN... BELOW ME, 
S= THERE WAS 


ALREADY А 


YOU'RE 
NO 


I WASN'T 
AROUND FOR 
THE FIGHT BY წ) 
THE POOL... 


e 


УРУР) ...ВИТТ 
| y / HEARD HOW 
— IT ENDED. 


| 
Е THE BEST WAS THE WOULD-BE 
IT WASN'T THE PLENTY || ROCK BAND IN #9. ONE OF THEM, 
ONLY DRAMA WE НАР ОР LOCKED OUT, BUSTED HIS OWN 
IN THE PLACE. A WIFES ALCOHOL- WINDOW WITH HIS FIST. ALARMED 
BEATER FUELED BY SPURTING BLOOD, HE RAN 
Š IDIOCY. ABOUT, LEAVING CRIMSON HAND- 
PRINTS UNTIL THE PLACE LOOKED 
[7 - LIKE THE SET OF А SLASHER FILM. 
E ` 
ща ) a‘ 7 WHEN THE COUPLE 
с K: on BELOW ME WERE 
2 і B OM Ман EVICTED, THEY PLANNED 
| REAL МАУНЕМ. 
ta 
2 y YS `` 
რი HE = 
^ 4 Y y 2 
ж და» > დ 
= LT : 
h “ 
\ 2 
AN 
по Mey 
КМХ ЕМ Мі 
ТНЕ # 
MELLOW HERE’S (а 
SOUND WARREN Е А 
A „_ZEVON, = ‹ 
Я "EXCITABLE te FIRST, THEY POURED 
р აბ 2 


DIRT DOWN THE 
KITCHEN DISPOSAL. 


AND A GOOD 
THING, TOO. 


WHY VAL 
WASN'T 
SMOKING 
THAT DAY 
IS A 
MYSTERY. 


N Ey TdT, a 
/ v 4 
| DA | iw 
\ ქ ж | ს აა : | 
© й x + ~ 
ЖИЧА THEY'D BLOWN ` 
ВЈ OUT THE PILOT ° 
| чу FLAMES... Б 
у» > і | 
4 7» ... AND LEFT ” 
: AN THE STOVE ON | 
) [3 ALL NIGHT. {> 


р N 
Sun 

d 

1 


A 


IT WOULD'VE BEEN 
A HELL OF AN 


y EXPLOSION, FIRE: THERE AT THE TIME -- Т CAN'T 
PINPOINT QUITE WHEN IT HAPPENED, 


1 ВИТ HAD IT 
BLOWN, THIS PANEL 
5 RELATIVELY EMPTY. [7 


T 


4 


y / “Ze 0 
ХЭЛЭ 
АСЫ 


| — 


THE DIVINE PLAN, THAT THESE 

STELLAR ARTISTIC CREATIONS 

WERE MEANT ТО SHININGLY 

SOAR FORTH, BRINGING LIGHT 
TO DREARY LIVES? 


THAT KIND OF 
RATIONALIZING 
DRIVES ME 
NUTS. 


AROUND THAT TIME AN 
AMERICAN MARINE 
BARRACKS WAS BLOWN 
UP BY A TRUCK BOMB 
IN LEBANON. 


КОЙ HIDE VAL'S SMOKES, 
g ВИТ МОТ GIVE THAT 
ТВИСК A FLAT? 


PS] FORGIVE МУ 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 
FAMILIAR WITH THE 
"MIRACLES" THAT 
KEPT SO MANY FROM 
GETTING TO THEIR 
JOBS AT THE TWIN 
TOWERS ON 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. 


SARCASM. 


ARTICLE AFTER ARTICLE, ABOUT 

THE COLDS, MISSED TRAINS, 

AND DENTIST APPOINTMENTS 
THAT SAVED FOLK. 


BUT THE FLIP SIDE OF 
"SAVED FOR A PURPOSE" 15 


"DIED FOR A PURPOSE." 


SO WHENEVER I HEAR, "IT'S ALL PART OF 
A PLAN" OR "ALL FOR THE BEST" FROM A 


Ех OR NEW-AGER, MY ТЕЕТИ GRIND. 


THIS SENTIMENT IS ALWAYS EXPRESSED 
BY THE LUCKY WINNERS IN LIFE, 


| Pl UNTOUCHED ВУ HISTORY'S HEAVY TREAD. 
IT IS NOT SHARED BY ALL ы : 
A| RELIGIOUS THINKERS, THANKFULLY. aq 
M 


И | 


ლ. ა С.5. LEWIS GRAPPLED WITH 
LX ЮМ GOD'S TOLERANCE OF EVIL IN 


NER 
O WES "ne PROBLEM OF PAIN. 
AS 
X К 11 ІШІ 


HIS BELIEF: IF THE UNIVERSE 
WASN'T INERT, UNINTERFERED 
WITH BY THE DIVINE, МАМ'5 FREE 
WILL WOULD ВЕ COMPROMISED. 


ХІ?) 
|| 


600 МАРЕ 
МАМ РОВ. 


FOR THAT, 


| ს gp HE MUST 
| * ВЕ FREE. 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
FELLOWSHIP WITH 
YOUR SLAVE. 


FELLOWSHIP. 
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AS GOD WAS 50 
PREOCCUPIED WITH 
ALL THAT, I GUESS 

HE FORGOT TO 

GIVE 19 GUYS 

SIMULTANEOUS 

HEART ATTACKS. 


NOW, THAT 

WOULD'VE 

IMPRESSED 
ME. 


WHICH IS INCHES AWAY FROM 
“THOSE SIX MILLION JEWS 
DESERVED IT." 


OR "4/05 16 
GOD'S JUDGMENT ON 
HOMOSEXUALS." 


AFTER LOSING A SON TO A HORRIFIC 
DISEASE, RABBI HAROLD KUSHNER 
WROTE WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN 
ТО GOOD PEOPLE. 


HE FEELS GOD SIMPLY DOESN'T 
INTERVENE -- EXCEPT TO GIVE 
US STRENGTH TO COPE. 


LIKE THE SAYING: "GOD GIVES 
GREAT BURDENS; BUT HE 
ALSO GIVES SHOULDERS." 


NOT EXACTLY, THOUGH. 
RABBI KUSHNER FEELS 
THE ORDERLINESS OF 
A UNIVERSE BLINDLY 
RUNNING ON NATURAL 
LAW 15 A SUFFICIENT 
GOODNESS TO LET 
EVIL AND INJUSTICE 
EXIST IN IT. 


GOD CAN’T 
MICROMANAGE, 
HE FEELS. 


I FIND THESE 
ANSWERS TOO 
ABSOLUTIST. 


WHEN I PREVENT 
MY SON FROM 
RUNNING INTO 

TRAFFIC, І HARDLY 

FEEL I'M MAKING 
HIM A SLAVE. 


2 : 2. < 
MUST GOD IGNORE 
MASS MURDER, CHILD [> 


RAPE, SEPTICEMIA, TO 
AVOID BEING LONELY? 


SO ACCEPT THE 
CAPRICIOUS GIFTS THIS 
CRAZY CASINO UNIVERSE 
BESTOWS. AND TRY NOT 
TO WORRY OVERMUCH 
ABOUT THAT LETHAL 
JACK-IN-THE-BOX THAT 
COULD POP UP ANY TIME. 


27 
I GUESS WE'LL ВЕ ARGUING THIS ONE UNTIL | . 
ој THE ASTEROID HIT ENDS ALL DISCUSSION. ү 


ед 


ВИТ HERE’S МУ SAY: LIFE 16 FULL 
OF FLUKES AND COINCIDENCES. 
ALL COMPLEX SYSTEMS ARE. 


MY BUSINESS, STORYTELLING, 
TEACHES THE MYTH THAT EVERYTHING 
HAPPENS FOR А PURPOSE. 


2 一 一 一 一 
THAT'S REALLY THE DEFINITION | | 
-| ОР A WELL-CRAFTED TALE. 


BUT IT'S NO 
DESCRIPTION 
OF LIFE. 


Ж 
ЖАРЫ _ 


ee 


2 


DON’T BLAME VICIIM5. 
CONTROL THE 
THINGS YOU CAN. 


ME, I CAN CONTROL A 
COMICS PAGE FAIRLY WELL. 


I'LL STICK 
ТО THAT. 


Oops. 
WHERE'S 
THAT 
WHITEOUT? 


THE END 


GALLERY 
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2 troubled man seeking spiritual renewal in the wilderness experiences a 


wholly unexpected rebirth 一 as а walking monolith, halfa ton of ani- 
mate stone able to perform astonishing feats of strength and endurance, but for- 
ever denied many of life's fundamental pleasures. As Concrete, Ronald Lith- 
gow becomes an overnight celebrity and the focus of dark government 
operatives desperate to keep the secret of his metamorphosis from the public. 
Concrete must struggle with the loss of his humanity while discovering, perhaps 


for the first time, what it truly means to be human. 


Paul Chadwick’s award-winning Concrete has been called “the best comic 
being published by anyone, anywhere,” and Strange Armor is the definitive origin 
story of one of the most original and moving characters in all of graphic 


fiction. 


“A powerful, emotional story . . . If you're not reading Concrete, you 


should be.” 


— Sci-Fi Universe 


+ — 
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